Below is the brief January 26, 2024, response | received from The Villages High School Director of
Athletics, Coach Richard Pettus, to my urgent email message | sent January 3, 2024. It took Coach Pettus
nearly a month to respond. If not for a January 22, 2024, email message | sent to The Villages High School
Principal, Robin Grant, and Dr. Randy McDaniel, The Villages High School Director of Education, | believe
it's quite probable that | would have never received any response from anyone at The Villages High School.

Richard Pettus & January 26, 2024 at 10:38 AM @
Re: WHS 12-27-23 article

To: Mike Tolado
& a4~

Good Morning Mr. Toledo, please allow me to first and foremost apologize for my late response. |
appreciate your kind words in regards to the newspaper article, we are blessed. Secondly, thank you for
bringing to owr attention your concamas with safety in pole vaulting. We'll continue to make sure our
coaches are lollowing the FHSAA rules in track & field. Again, thank you.

See More from Mike Toledo

Mike Toledo & January 3, 2024 at 12:42 PM @
VHS 12-27-23 article

Ta: Richard.Pettus@tves.org

Coach Richand,

I was imprassed by The Daily Sun VHS (12-27-23) article, which featured your photo inside the incredible
H.G. Morse Siadium. You are truly “blessed” and | wanted you to see my responsa to the articla.

Thirty-three years ago this spring, after pointing out my concern for the safety of my own son, logether
with his pole vaull tearmmates, | learmed that the AD of Tulare Union High School, Tulare, California, was
unaware of the avoidable hazards to which his students wera being needlassly subjected. Ha was
genuinely shocked and in his desire to assist with my quest for answears he gave me a video tape that set
the trail leading to this message.

What I've experienced since thal day has bean exdremely educational and, certainly, doas not reflect
positivaly on many of the principals I've encountered. The information below is factual, yet, because itis
detrimental 1o the financial interests of individuals who "have a dog in the hunt,” it has been covered up
repeatedly by those who do not want the truth 1o see the ight of day.

Following is the message | sent to Gonnar, of the Daily Sun:

Reading your December 27, 2023, "VHS athletes thrive at new lacilities” article inspired me o send you
this email message. The subject of my message should be of concern to members of our community who
ane now complataly unaware of dangers to our children that axist right under our noses.

Several years ago, | stumbled across a St Petersburg Times article: "The deadliest sport in America®™
(published March 12, 2002). The article mentions ONLY TWO preventable deaths that year, when, in lact,
there is much left out of this story.,

It is wery important to undersiand, besides the TWD AVOIDABLE FATALITIES of Jesus Quesada, 16, and
Kevin Dare, 19, (the individual deaths noted in this 5t. Petersburg Times aricle), there were additionally
TWO MORE DEATHS along with TWO OTHER PERMANENTLY MAMING INCIDENTS resulling the
same year. Thus, there weane actually FOUR FATALITIES combined with TWO MORE LIFE-ALTERING
AVOIDABLE CATASTROPHES of which | am aware occurred in 2002
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St Petersburg Times Or 1 E sporTs
TAPRBAY (o

The deacBest spodt in America
Pole vaulting has the highest death rage of any sport in the conmtry.,

By BOBR PUTKAM
C 50 Paterabairg Tanbes
pubdished Mssch 12, 2002

Whenarver University of Flonida pole vaulter Paidl Condron steams down the 35-meter mnway hkoe a loconsotnve, e cammies a 16-foed
fiberghin pole labsled with thas wamang
“Vaulting s a dangerowms activity. Severe myury. paralyss and death may occur.®
Im ihse pasi month death has ecomred more Erecuently.
On Fele 23, Penn State Unuveraty sophonstne kv Duare died wlnle compatang s e Bag 10 mdoos changmonshaps. He v altamnpluig W
eleas 15 feet, 7 ancthies when he mumbled baclooasd onto tlse metal bos, the ares meed o plast the pole

Aurticle is at this link: hitpstwww.tampabay.com/archive/2002/03/1 2Ahe-deadliest-sport-in-america/

If you want 1o know the rue cause of these lethal incidents, please, continue.

Let's Go Back To 1948

In 1948, Bob Mathias and his high school track coach, Virgll Jackson, began seeking solutions to
replace bamboo and metal vauRing poles. Bob had never pole vaulted before the summer of T948,
whien Coach Jackson persuaded the naive 17 year-old to participate in a major decathlon avant al the Los
Angeles Coliseum. This would not only be Bob’s first-lime experience competing in pole vault, it would
alsa ba his first ever dacathlan.
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Pole vaulting for the first time in the early summer of 1948, Bob used a heavy metal pole retrieved fron
his high school field house. Mathias provided this firsthand information during my interview with him at
his home near Fresno, California, in 1983, While describing the first vaulting pole he used as "heavy and
thick,” Mathias also recalled his original discussions with Virgil Jackson regarding the challenges Bob
encountered attempting to apply the vaulting poles available to him in 1948.

Pt Coipbedy o Bob Mathiad

Bob Mathias (Movember 17, 1930 - September 2, 2006)

In 1848, Virgil Jackson, was responsible for the development of the "Sky Pole,” a name he coined
and established as the trade mark of the original fiberglass vaulting poles. The price of the first
fiberglass poles was set from $34.75 to $38.75 for one of the three different lengths, each length
graduated in six different strengths for vaulters of 130, 140, 150, 160, 170 and 180 pounds. (Two 1949
newspaper articles are attached.)

See FULL SIZE
article on later page.

5 e

While Virgil Jackson was correct in his perception of flaxible pole principles, lethal "“TRADITIONAL" pole
vault methods continued unchanged. These old methods were void of safety and they inevitably became
deadly when applied to Coach Jackson's revolutionary flexible vaulting poles. To this day, these
dangerous methods are still the lethal “standard” being taught at every college and high school offering
this event.
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Today's Pole Vault Camps & Summits

Early 1991, in Tulare, California, top world "elite” pole vault coach, Don Hood, sat on my living room
couch to address my concerns regarding this deadly event, That day, | learned from Don that two (2) high
school boys had already lost their lives attempting to pole vault that same year. Naively confident in
Coach Hood, | agreed 1o send my son to Texas for Don’s next scheduled weekend pole vault camp.
When my son returned home from Don’s Texas camp, there were no vaulting improvements, whatsoever,

Thus, to see for myself what was going on, | enrolled my son for Don's next camp to be held in California,
which | attended with my old VHS camcorder in hand to document the occasion. At least two Jan Johnson
camps were also added to my Don Hood experiences, all achieving the same nonproductive results. Also,
notably includied at Johnson's camps, was his complete lack of shame in sharing his ill-considerad
prejudices with his caplive teenage students. My early video recordings, that | began accumulating
decades ago, provide my own firsthand documentation history. This vast information bears witness to the
devastating teachings being negligently propagated for the purpose of systematically advancing illicitly
acquired profits for USA Track & Field insiders.

My wife and | relocated from California to Florida (The Villages) this past June.

In the meantime, a former 19605 pole vaulter who resides in Inverness and coaches at a high school in
Citrus County, brought a couple of his students to my warehouse, which is located only two miles from my
residence. The teenagers visiled several times to test equipment | created for the purpose of making it
safer and easier to learn how 1o pole vault correctly. After seeing what | am doing, the coach suggested
we affiliate with his high school where | would volunteer to coach and we could incorparate a pole vault
club.

Then, | learned that, in order 1o volunteer in Citrus County, one must submit to fingerprinting and thorough
background checks, which can take months to complete. While | am still waiting, | have been informed
that a “Pole Vault Camp™ business entity located in Mims, Florida, rents poles to most of the local high
school vaulters for hundreds of dollars each. When | checked the website, skypolevaulter.com, | came
across a promotional video that is produced by Coach Sean Michael Francis, with whom | was already
very familiar.

my question: Why am | being scrutinized with such caution while “coaches” of Francis' character are left
unchecked, undermining a “system” that restricts me, a concerned parent? Coach Francis, in his video
promotion on the skypolevaulter.com homepage, openly mocks parents. You will see Francis crilicize
parants who he feals have the audacity to ask if the Mims “pole vault camp”® is worth what the parents are
being charged. Be warned that Francis’ videos are designed to influence minor boys and girls while his
antics are explicitly graphic. Please, don't just believe me, watch some Francis video highlights at this link:
hitps/howtopolevaull.comivideo003b. himl

Acopy of a letter | sent to Francis in 2021 is here: hitps:/mowtopolevault com/PDFishawnfrancis. pdf (2
pages). To this day, he has not responded.

It is important to expose the ugly truth, as repulsive as it is. The primary reason these problems continue
unabated, while parents remain in the dark, is that few people have the courage and tenacity to bring
these disturbing issues into the light.

Sincerely,

Michae! Toledo
(B0S) 314-1382
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